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The Silverado Squatters (1883) is Robert Louis Stevenson's travel memoir of his two-month honeymoon trip
with Fanny Vandegrift (and her son Lloyd Osbourne) to Napa Valley, California, in 1880.In July 1879,
Stevenson received word that his future American wife's divorce was almost complete, but that she was
seriously ill. He left Scotland right away and travelled to meet her in Monterey, California, (his trip detailed
in The Amateur Emigrant (1894) and Across the Plains (1892)). Broken financially, suffering from a lifelong
fibrinous bronchitis condition, and with his writing career at a dead end, he was nursed back to health by his
doctor, his nurse, and his future wife, while living briefly in Monterey, San Francisco, and Oakland. His
father having provided money to help, on May 19, 1880, he married the San Francisco native, whom he had
first met in France in 1875, soon after the events of An Inland Voyage. Still too weak to undertake the
journey back to Scotland, friends suggested Calistoga, in the upper Napa Valley, with its healthy mountain
air.They first went to the Hot Springs Hotel in Calistoga, but unable to afford the 10 dollars a week, they
spent an unconventional honeymoon in an abandoned three-story bunkhouse at a derelict mining camp called
"Silverado" on the shoulder of Mount Saint Helena in the Mayacamas Mountains. There they managed to
"squat" for two months during a pleasant California summer, putting up makeshift cloth windows and
hauling water in by hand from a nearby stream while dodging rattlesnakes and the occasional fog banks so
detrimental to Stevenson's health.The Silverado Squatters provides some interesting views of California
during the late 19th century. Stevenson uses the first telephone of his life. He meets a number of wine
growers in Napa Valley, an enterprise he deemed "experimental", with growers sometimes even mislabelling
the bottles as originating from Spain in order to sell their product to sceptical Americans. He visits the oldest
wine grower in the valley, Jacob Schram, who had been experimenting for 18 years at his Schramsberg
Winery, and had recently expanded the wine cellar in his backyard. Stevenson also visits a petrified forest
owned by an old Swedish ex-sailor who had stumbled upon it while clearing farmland—the precise nature of
the petrified forest remained for everyone a source of curiosity. Stevenson also details his encounters with a
local Jewish merchant, whom he compares to a character in a Charles Dickens novel (probably Fagin from
Oliver Twist), and portrays as happy-go-lucky but always scheming to earn a dollar. Like Dickens in
American Notes (1842), Stevenson found the American habit of spitting on the floor hard to get used to. His
experiences at Silverado were recorded in a journal he called "Silverado Sketches", parts of which he
incorporated into Silverado Squatters in 1883 while living in Bournemouth, England (font Wikipedia).
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From reader reviews:

David Guyton:

The actual book The Silverado Squatters has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after looking over this book.

Susan Burroughs:

The Silverado Squatters can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Silverado Squatters although
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe
you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
imagining.

Madge Stamps:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Silverado Squatters can give you a lot of buddies
because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great people.
So , why hesitate? We should have The Silverado Squatters.

Cleveland Bolton:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book The
Silverado Squatters. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add
your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one place to other place.
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