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In 1966, nine young men left the Arizona desert mining camp of Morenci to serve their country in the far-
flung jungles of Vietnam, in danger zones from Hue to Khe Sanh. Ultimately, only three survived. Each
battled survivor's guilt, difficult re-entries into civilian life, and traumas from personally experiencing
war—and losing close friends along the way.

Such stories recurred throughout America, but the Morenci Marines stood out. ABC News and Time
magazine recounted their moving tale during the war, and, in 2007, the Arizona Republic selected the
"Morenci Nine" as the most important veterans' story in state history. Returning to the soldiers' Morenci
roots, Kyle Longley's account presents their story as unique by setting and circumstance, yet typical of the
sacrifices borne by small towns all across America. His narrative spotlights a generation of young people
who joined the military during the tumultuous 1960s and informs a later generation of the hard choices
made, many with long-term consequences.

The story of the Morenci Marines also reflects that of their hometown: a company town dominated by the
Phelps Dodge Mining Corporation, where the company controlled lives and the labor strife was legendary.
The town's patriotic citizens saw Vietnam as a just cause, moving Clive Garcia's mother to say, "He died for
this cause of freedom." Yet while their sons fought and sent home their paychecks, Phelps Dodge sought to
destroy the union that kept families afloat, pushing the government to end a strike that it said undermined the
war effort.

Morenci was also a place where cultures intermingled, and the nine friends included three Mexican
Americans and one Native American. Longley reveals how their backgrounds affected their decisions to join
and also helped the survivors cope, with Mike Cranford racing his Harley on back roads at high speeds while
Joe Sorrelman tried to deal with demons of war through Navajo rituals.

Drawing on personal interviews and correspondence that sheds new light on the Morenci Nine, Longley has
written a book as much about loss, grief, and guilt as about the battlefield. It makes compelling reading for
anyone who lived in that era—and for anyone still seeing family members go off to fight in controversial
wars.
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From reader reviews:

Connie King:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Morenci Marines: A Tale of Small Town America
and the Vietnam War (Modern War Studies). Try to face the book The Morenci Marines: A Tale of Small
Town America and the Vietnam War (Modern War Studies) as your buddy. It means that it can to get your
friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Jesus Puga:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Morenci Marines: A Tale of Small Town America and the
Vietnam War (Modern War Studies). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that
we know about how is important some sort of book The Morenci Marines: A Tale of Small Town America
and the Vietnam War (Modern War Studies). You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing
it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet system. It is called
e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Jeremy Hutchings:

The Morenci Marines: A Tale of Small Town America and the Vietnam War (Modern War Studies) can be
one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing The Morenci Marines: A Tale of Small Town America and the Vietnam
War (Modern War Studies) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you
into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Vivian Stafford:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and The Morenci Marines: A Tale
of Small Town America and the Vietnam War (Modern War Studies) or maybe others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science



publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to include their
knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Morenci Marines: A Tale
of Small Town America and the Vietnam War (Modern War Studies) to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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