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During World War |1, Portugal played its cards uncommonly well as a neutral and subsequently became a
member of NATO. This membership resulted in a modernizing of its navy and its integration into the
Atlantic Alliance. By 1960, when other colonial powers were abandoning their empires, Portugal made the
decision to cling to its possessions, as they had been Portuguese for over 400 years. Without them Portugal
saw itself as only asmall European country, whereas with them, it would be a great nation. Portugal
ultimately would fight a 13-year debilitating war against various nationalist movementsin Africato retain its
possessions. By the mid-1950s, it became apparent to the Portuguese Navy that it would fight in Africa, and
it began to make preparations. Ultimately, it would perform a near wholesale conversion from the blue water
or aceanic navy that supported NATO to a brown water or riverine one to fight in Africa. Thisisthe story of
that conversion and the great "battle of the rivers" in Africa.

This naval reorientation was a remarkable achievement, in that Portugal not only learned to fight a new kind
of war, it built a navy to accomplish this and did so while shouldering its NATO commitments. The
Portuguese Navy in developing a specialized naval force clearly foresaw the paramount economic, military,
and psychological importance of controlling the interior waterways of Africa, for the infrastructure there was
universally primitive. While there was generally aroad network radiating from the colonial capital, the
primary routes used clandestinely by insurgents were chiefly the waterways. The job of the navy wasto
foreclose enemy use of these lines of communication, and thisit did with great success.

The lessons from this experience tend to be forgotten, as this war was overshadowed by the U.S. conflict in
Vietnam. Today, however, riverine operations are experiencing a renaissance in reaction to the "war of the
weak." While modern boats are more technologically advanced, and their crews use newer and better
equipment and weapons, the problems and their solutions remain largely the same. The operating
environment remains the rivers, bayous, salt pans, canals, lakes, and deltas extending inland from the coast.
The population remains a vulnerable target, and the need to establish a permissive environment continues as
the primary goal. Clearly, the legacy of the Portuguese brown water navy remains relevant today.
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From reader reviews:
Delores Nault:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read abook. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Weéll, probably you should have this Brown Waters of Africa: Portuguese Riverine Warfare 1961-1974
(Helion Studiesin Military History).

Karen Chan:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question
because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it isright.
Because start from on guarderia until university need that Brown Waters of Africa: Portuguese Riverine
Warfare 1961-1974 (Helion Studiesin Military History) to read.

Leslie Bergeron:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Brown Waters of Africa: Portuguese Riverine Warfare
1961-1974 (Helion Studies in Military History) as well as others sources were given know-how for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created
for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are hel ping them to include their knowledge.
In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Brown Waters of Africa: Portuguese
Riverine Warfare 1961-1974 (Helion Studiesin Military History) to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like this.

Katherine Contreras:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book Brown Waters of Africa: Portuguese Riverine Warfare 1961-1974 (Helion Studiesin
Military History) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative
person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become



doubt to change your life with this book Brown Waters of Africa: Portuguese Riverine Warfare 1961-1974
(Helion Studiesin Military History). Y ou can more attractive than now.
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