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The March of Folly: From Troy to Vietnam Barbara W. Tuchman
Pulitzer Prize–winning historian Barbara W. Tuchman, author of the World War I masterpiece The
Guns of August, grapples with her boldest subject: the pervasive presence, through the ages, of failure,
mismanagement, and delusion in government.
 
Drawing on a comprehensive array of examples, from Montezuma’s senseless surrender of his empire in
1520 to Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor, Barbara W. Tuchman defines folly as the pursuit by government of
policies contrary to their own interests, despite the availability of feasible alternatives. In brilliant detail,
Tuchman illuminates four decisive turning points in history that illustrate the very heights of folly: the
Trojan War, the breakup of the Holy See provoked by the Renaissance popes, the loss of the American
colonies by Britain’s George III, and the United States’ own persistent mistakes in Vietnam. Throughout The
March of Folly, Tuchman’s incomparable talent for animating the people, places, and events of history is on
spectacular display.
 
Praise for The March of Folly
 
“A glittering narrative . . . a moral [book] on the crimes and follies of governments and the misfortunes the
governed suffer in consequence.”—The New York Times Book Review
 
“An admirable survey . . . I haven’t read a more relevant book in years.”—John Kenneth Galbraith, The
Boston Sunday Globe
 
“A superb chronicle . . . a masterly examination.”—Chicago Sun-Times

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Araiza:

The book The March of Folly: From Troy to Vietnam gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book The March of
Folly: From Troy to Vietnam to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
open up and read a publication The March of Folly: From Troy to Vietnam. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Mamie Esters:

Here thing why this particular The March of Folly: From Troy to Vietnam are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. The March of Folly: From Troy to Vietnam giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with The March of Folly:
From Troy to Vietnam. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of The March of Folly: From Troy to Vietnam in e-book can be your choice.

Terrance Oneal:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this The March of Folly: From Troy to Vietnam, it is possible to tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Jeanette Williams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by
book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The March of Folly: From
Troy to Vietnam.
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