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Despite the Enlightenment's promise of utopian belonging among all citizens, blacks and Jews were
excluded from the life of their host countries. In their diasporic exile both groups were marginalized as
slaves, aliens, unbelievers, and frequently not fully human. The Identity Question: Blacks and Jews in
Europe and America explores the effects of diaspora upon black and Jewish consciousness, demonstrating
similar histories of marginality and oppression.

Casting off the fixed social categories of an earlier age, Enlightenment thinkers argued that all men in their
capacity as citizens of a secular state had the right to full civic participation and equal protection under the
law. In theory, such an ideology did not recognize classes or races of men automatically excluded from
citizenship. In fact, negative images of blacks and Jews continued to inform European thought and policy,
providing a rationale for a thriving slave trade abroad and continued oppression of Jews at home. Thus
blacks and Jews were forced to define themselves in accordance with or in opposition to European ideas
about who they were. Of necessity, blacks struggled against the stereotypes of black barbarism and bestiality.
Jewish intellectuals protested their alleged moral unfitness to participate in society, while proclaiming
primary allegiance to their host country rather than to other Jews.

Central to this examination are four key autobiographies, two from the late 1700s and two from recent
history. The autobiographies of Richard Wright and Alfred Kazin, taken as prime twentieth-century
American expressions of racial and ethnic identity, reveal striking similarities to their Enlightenment
counterparts in Europe, the black Olaude Equiano and the Jewish Salomon Maimon. Equiano, Maimon,
Kazin, and Wright all accept the ultimate desirability of Western culture. All believe in the Enlightenment
promise. All were ostracized by the larger political cultures of Great Britain, Germany, and America, but
each made an arduous journey from the ethnic margins of language, culture, and "tribal" loyalty to the
cosmopolitan center of London, Berlin, Chicago, or New York.

These modern European conceptions of black and Jewish identity, as well as the modern forms of racism that
came to term in the eighteenth century, entered America whole cloth. Consequently, American intellectual
and social history of the twentieth century mirrors the same movements toward acceptance and ostracism
that had existed in Enlightenment Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Carroll:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Identity Question:
Blacks and Jews in Europe and America is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Edna Barnett:

The book untitled The Identity Question: Blacks and Jews in Europe and America is the reserve that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you.
The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Identity Question: Blacks and
Jews in Europe and America from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Kimberly Lunceford:

The reason? Because this The Identity Question: Blacks and Jews in Europe and America is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible
way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to
the book store hurriedly.

Jessica Seymore:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book The Identity Question: Blacks and Jews in Europe and
America was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Identity Question:
Blacks and Jews in Europe and America has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose
the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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