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The Ideal of the Practical is a study of efforts by a segment of the upper class in an aristocratic Latin
American society to alter cultural values in the society, creating stronger orientations toward the technical
and the practical. Frank Safford describes attempts by members of Colombia’s nineteenth-century political
elite to use technical education as a means of nurturing energetic upper-class entrepreneurs and an
industrious working class in a static agrarian economy. In the course of his analysis, Safford sketches the
historical development of scientific and technical education and of the engineering profession in Colombia.

The book opens with a description of the economic and social context of early nineteenth-century Colombia.
It then discusses some early experiments with manual industrial training between 1820 and 1850. Later
chapters deal with the careers of upper-class youths sent abroad for scientific and technical training, the
growth of indigenous engineering education, and the crystallization of a Colombian engineering profession.
While the book primarily explores the nineteenth century, it also touches on eighteenth-century Spanish
Bourbon antecedents and provides an epilogue on the twentieth-century evolution of technical elites in
Colombia.

The author focuses on the reasons why the implantation of technical education and technical orientations
proved difficult. He examines the interplay between various obstructions: on the one hand, a hierarchical
social structure and aristocratic social values and, on the other, obstructions created by fundamental
geographic and economic conditions. He concludes that, while Colombian leaders had hoped that technical
education and the development of values oriented toward the technical would spearhead economic growth, in
fact economic growth proved a prerequisite for the effective implantation of technical orientations and
training.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Baca:

The reserve untitled The Ideal of the Practical: Colombia's Struggle to Form a Technical Elite (Llilas Latin
American Monograph) is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Ideal of the
Practical: Colombia's Struggle to Form a Technical Elite (Llilas Latin American Monograph) from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Daria Gertz:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
listing in your reading list is usually The Ideal of the Practical: Colombia's Struggle to Form a Technical
Elite (Llilas Latin American Monograph). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get
you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.

Stacey Smith:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve The Ideal of the Practical: Colombia's Struggle to Form a Technical Elite (Llilas
Latin American Monograph) was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know
how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this
point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Titus Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually The Ideal of the Practical:
Colombia's Struggle to Form a Technical Elite (Llilas Latin American Monograph).
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