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Edward FitzGerald’s translation of the Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám, perhaps the most frequently read
Victorian poem and certainly one of the most popular poems in the English language, poses formidable
challenges to an editor. FitzGerald compulsively revised his work, alternately swayed by friends’ advice,
importuned by his publisher’s commercial interests, and encouraged by public acclaim. In consequence, the
editor is faced with four published editions as well as manuscript and proof versions of the poem.
Christopher Decker’s critical edition of the Rubáiyát is the first to publish all extant states of the poem and to
unearth a full record of its complicated textual evolution.

Decker supplies a rich interpretive context for the Rubáiyát that reveals how its composition was so often a
collaborative enterprise. His view of poetic creativity comprehends recent theories of the sociology of texts
and challenges the common assumption that the desired product of a critical edition is a single unified text of
a literary work. He illuminates the complex process of revision by providing a textual appendix in which a
comparative printing lays down each stratum of FitzGerald’s composition. Biographical and textual
introductions, making imaginative use of FitzGerald’s correspondence, trace the history of the poem and pay
special attention to FitzGerald’s motives for revising, for creating a variously beautiful work in verse.

This definitive edition of the Rubáiyát will be of special interest to scholars and students of Victorian poetry,
publishing history, verse translation, literary imitation, and revision. And readers for whom the poem is an
old acquaintance will here find fresh ways to appreciate its strengths and finesse.
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From reader reviews:

Kristen Self:

This Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám: A Critical Edition (Victorian Literature and Culture Series) tend to be
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Rubáiyát of Omar
Khayyám: A Critical Edition (Victorian Literature and Culture Series) can be one of several great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that
maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám: A
Critical Edition (Victorian Literature and Culture Series) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Susan Tarin:

The e-book with title Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám: A Critical Edition (Victorian Literature and Culture
Series) posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this
book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This specific book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your
smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Dwight Ambrose:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is actually Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám: A Critical Edition (Victorian Literature and
Culture Series).

Benjamin Herrera:

Beside this Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám: A Critical Edition (Victorian Literature and Culture Series) in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and
the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám: A Critical Edition
(Victorian Literature and Culture Series) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you
have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful



island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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