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A riveting account of the watershed moment in America’s dealings with China that forever altered the course
of East-West relations

As 1945 opened, America was on surprisingly congenial terms with China’s Communist rebels—their
soldiers treated their American counterparts as heroes, rescuing airmen shot down over enemy territory.
Chinese leaders talked of a future in which American money and technology would help lift China out of
poverty. Mao Zedong himself held friendly meetings with U.S. emissaries, vowing to them his intention of
establishing an American-style democracy in China.

By year’s end, however, cordiality had been replaced by chilly hostility and distrust. Chinese Communist
soldiers were setting ambushes for American marines in north China; Communist newspapers were
portraying the United States as an implacable imperialist enemy; civil war in China was erupting. The pattern
was set for a quarter century of almost total Sino-American mistrust, with the devastating wars in Korea and
Vietnam among the consequences.

Richard Bernstein here tells the incredible story of that year’s sea change, brilliantly analyzing its many
components, from ferocious infighting among U.S. diplomats, military leaders, and opinion makers to the
complex relations between Mao and his patron, Stalin.

On the American side, we meet experienced “China hands” John Paton Davies and John Stewart Service,
whose efforts at negotiation made them prey to accusations of Communist sympathy; FDR’s special
ambassador Patrick J. Hurley, a decorated general and self-proclaimed cowboy; and Time journalist, Henry
Luce, whose editorials helped turn the tide of American public opinion. On the Chinese side, Bernstein
reveals the ascendant Mao and his intractable counterpart, Nationalist leader Chiang Kai-shek; and the
indispensable Zhou Enlai.
           
A tour de force of narrative history, China 1945 examines the first episode in which American power and
good intentions came face-to-face with a powerful Asian revolutionary movement, and challenges familiar
assumptions about the origins of modern Sino-American relations. 

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Howard:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book China 1945: Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful
Choice. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important some sort of book China 1945: Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful Choice. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's read.

Peter Wright:

The book China 1945: Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful Choice can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a
book China 1945: Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful Choice? Some of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; it
is possible to share all of these. Book China 1945: Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful Choice has
simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Jenni Roberts:

This China 1945: Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful Choice book is just not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This particular China 1945: Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful Choice
without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become
worry China 1945: Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful Choice can bring if you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone.
This China 1945: Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful Choice having great arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Claudine Currie:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This China 1945: Mao's
Revolution and America's Fateful Choice can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek



activity. So what these books have than the others?
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