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This is the hidden history of an invention that we use every day but seldom dare to speak of. In medieval
China it was cutting-edge technology. For 19th-century Americans it was a newfangled alternative to dried
corncobs and the Sears & Roebuck catalogue. Wits in Georgian London preferred pages of bad poetry. The
sages of ancient Athens were content to wield the xylospongion instead. It's the tale of toilet paper; the
biography of bumfodder. From its origins at the Imperial court of Emperor Hongwu to its reinvention as a
quack remedy for haemorrhoids in 1870s New York city; from the Dutch and their mussel-shells to Henry
VIII and his Groom of the Stool; from Madame de Prie's pioneering bidet to the space-age Washlet; from
leaf-wielding chimpanzees to Mr Thirsty Fiber and the world's first three-adjective loo-roll - it's a story of
necessity and invention, luxury and squalor, experiment and tradition. What does a submarine crew do when
it runs out of toilet paper? Who stole the Pope's loo-roll? Does printer's ink cause piles? How do you fold a
sheet of toilet paper in half more than seven times? What did 'bumphleteers' do, and why? Richard Smyth
answers the questions you never thought to ask about the product we can't live without.
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From reader reviews:

Marina Rutt:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Bum Fodder: An Absorbing History of
Toilet Paper will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored.
It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable
book with you?

Nancy Sobel:

Here thing why that Bum Fodder: An Absorbing History of Toilet Paper are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
tasty as food or not. Bum Fodder: An Absorbing History of Toilet Paper giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Bum
Fodder: An Absorbing History of Toilet Paper. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your
own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Bum Fodder: An Absorbing History of
Toilet Paper in e-book can be your choice.

James Haney:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more
time to be examine. Bum Fodder: An Absorbing History of Toilet Paper can be your answer since it can be
read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Katherine Clark:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Bum Fodder: An Absorbing History of Toilet Paper this publication consist
a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.
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