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Construction behaviour occurs across the entire spectrum of the animal kingdom and affects the survival of
both builders and other organisms associated with them. "Animal Architecture" provides a comprehensive
overview of the biology of animal building. The book recognizes three broad categories of built structure -
homes, traps, and courtship displays. Even though some of these structures are complex and very large, the
behaviour required to build them is generally simple and the anatomy for building unspecialized.
Standardization of building materials helps to keep building repertoires simple, while self-organizing effects
help create complexity. Some builders exhibit learning and cognitive skills, and include some toolmaking
species. In a case-study approach to function, insects demonstrate how homes can remain operational while
they grow, spiderwebs illustrate mechanical design, and the displays of bowerbirds raise the possibility of
persuasion through design rather than just decoration. Studies of the costs to insect and bird home-builders,
and to arthropod web-builders provide evidence of optimal designs and of trade-offs with other life history
traits.
As ecosystem engineers, the influence of builders is extensive and their effect is generally to enhance
biodiversity through niche construction. Animal builders can therefore represent model species for the study
of the emerging subject of environmental inheritance. Evidence that building has facilitated social evolution
is mixed. However building, and in particular building with silk, has been demonstrated to have important
evolutionary consequences. This book is intended for students and researchers in comparative animal
biology, but will also be of relevance and use to the increasing numbers of architects and civil engineers
interested in developing ideas from the animal kingdom.
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From reader reviews:

Emily Walker:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Animal Architecture (Oxford
Animal Biology Series). All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

John Richey:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Animal Architecture (Oxford Animal
Biology Series) book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Charles Bock:

Often the book Animal Architecture (Oxford Animal Biology Series) will bring one to the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just
read, this book very suited to you. The book Animal Architecture (Oxford Animal Biology Series) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read
the book.

Robert Vargas:

The reserve with title Animal Architecture (Oxford Animal Biology Series) has lot of information that you
can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the the positive
effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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