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“[A]n astonishingly interesting interpretation. . . . Fox is wonderfully shrewd and often dazzling.”—Jill
Lepore, New York Times Book Review

In a stunning feat of scholarship, insight, and engaging prose, Lincoln's Body explores how a president
ungainly in body and downright "ugly" of aspect came to mean so much to us.

The very roughness of Lincoln's appearance made him seem all the more common, one of us—as did his
sense of humor about his own awkward physical nature. Nineteenth-century African Americans felt deep
affection for their "liberator" as a "homely" man who did not hold himself apart. During Reconstruction,
Southerners felt a nostalgia for the humility of Lincoln, whom they envisioned as a "conciliator." Later,
teachers glorified Lincoln as a symbol of nationhood that would appeal to poor immigrants. Monument
makers focused not only on the man’s gigantic body but also on his nationalist efforts to save the Union,
downplaying his emancipation of the slaves.

Among both black and white liberals in the 1960s and 1970s, Lincoln was derided or fell out of fashion.
More recently, Lincoln has once again been embodied (as both idealist and pragmatist, unafraid of conflict
and transcending it) by outstanding historians, by self-identified Lincolnian president Barack Obama, and by
actor Daniel Day-Lewis—all keeping Lincoln alive in a body of memory that speaks volumes about our
nation.
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From reader reviews:

Craig Baker:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How
many people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Lincoln's Body: A
Cultural History book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jeff Sanchez:

This book untitled Lincoln's Body: A Cultural History to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Bridget Chacon:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer could be Lincoln's Body: A Cultural History why because the excellent
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content
is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.

Lynne Young:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Lincoln's Body: A Cultural History provide you with a new experience in looking at a
book.
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