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Drawn from the collection of the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Color & Fire: Defining Moments in
Studio Ceramics, 1950-2000 accompanies a major touring exhibition on the history of ceramic art in the
second half of the twentieth century. Illustrated with more than 250 color photographs, Color & Fire
explores the roles of key artists and the major stylistic movements they developed during the decades of
pioneering innovation.

Based on the premise that the history of studio ceramics can be regarded as a series of breakthroughs or
milestones, Color & Fire highlights the moments when talented artists came together to produce work in
clay that challenged traditions and promoted aesthetic freedom. In the early years of the twentieth century,
pottery was primarily mass-produced in factories, where specialists in wheel throwing, glazing, and kiln
firing worked under a system of divided labor. In the 1930s and 1940s, ceramists such as the renowned team
of Gertrud and Otto Natzler began to perform all of these exacting functions-from mixing clay to firing
kilns-in their own studios, creating one-of-a-kind pots, breathtaking in design and construction. Since that
time, ceramic art has followed a metaphorical journey from the earth to the air, as concerns with utility,
materials, and techniques have given way to abstract conceptual considerations.

In Los Angeles in the 1950s, Peter Voulkos and his students upset the traditional values of craft pottery and
the Bauhaus- inspired "form follows function" doctrine by creating nonfunctional, oversized, off-kilter
vessels with cracks and holes, along with massive Abstract Expressionist monuments. In the 1960s in
northern California, Robert Arneson and his students shattered taboos against clay as a sculptural medium in
the oversized, off-kilter vessels with cracks and holes, along with massive Abstract Expressionist
monuments. In the 1960s in northern California, Robert Arneson and his students shattered taboos against
clay as a sculptural medium in the hands of potters with their radical, irreverent, and satirical "Funk" pieces.
Today, no longer confined to the decorative arts or other craft categories, ceramic artists around the world
explore an unlimited range of influences, styles, and ideas, engaging in a graceful and inventive dialogue
with centuries of ceramic tradition.

A celebration as well as a valuable art-historical survey, Color & Fire: Defining Moments in Studio
Ceramics, 1950-2000 showcases the finest works form the unparalleled collection of the Los Angeles
County Museum of Art. Accessible to the novice as well as to the enthusiast, the book includes essays by
Grechen Adkins, Garth Clark, Jo Lauria, Rebecca Niederlander, Susan Peterson, and Peter Selz.
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From reader reviews:

Randy Hunter:

Here thing why this kind of Color and Fire: Defining Moments in Studio Ceramics, 1950-2000 are different
and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Color and Fire: Defining Moments in Studio
Ceramics, 1950-2000 giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no publication that similar with Color and Fire: Defining Moments in Studio Ceramics,
1950-2000. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper
book maybe the form of Color and Fire: Defining Moments in Studio Ceramics, 1950-2000 in e-book can be
your alternate.

Shameka Smith:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Color and Fire:
Defining Moments in Studio Ceramics, 1950-2000 suitable to you? The particular book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Color and Fire: Defining Moments in Studio Ceramics,
1950-2000is one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to.
The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the
core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to
see the represented of the world on this book.

Elizabeth McNeal:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Color and Fire: Defining
Moments in Studio Ceramics, 1950-2000, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Keely Charles:

The reason? Because this Color and Fire: Defining Moments in Studio Ceramics, 1950-2000 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such



remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.
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