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Hailed in The New York Times Book Review as "eclectic, exciting, convincing, provocative" and in The
Washington Post Book World as "brilliantly original," Henry Louis Gates, Jr.'s The Signifying Monkey is a
groundbreaking work that illuminates the relationship between the African and African-American vernacular
traditions and black literature. It elaborates a new critical approach located within this tradition that allows
the black voice to speak for itself.

Examining the ancient poetry and myths found in African, Latin American, and Caribbean culture, Gates
uncovers a unique system for interpretation and a powerful vernacular tradition that black slaves brought
with them to the New World. Exploring the process of signification in black American life and literature by
analyzing the transmission and revision of various signifying figures, Gates provides an extended analysis of
what he calls the "Talking Book," a central trope in early slave narratives that virtually defines the tradition
of black American letters. Gates uses this critical framework to examine several major works of African-
American literature--including Zora Neale Hurston's Their Eyes Were Watching God, Ralph Ellison's
Invisible Man, and Ishmael Reed's Mumbo Jumbo--revealing how these works signify on the black tradition
and on each other.

This superb 25th-Anniversary Edition features a new preface by Gates that reflects on the impact of the book
and its relevance for today's society as well as a new afterword written by noted critic W. T. J. Mitchell.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Brown:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of
African American Literary Criticism. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Lena Drew:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of African
American Literary Criticism as your daily resource information.

Troy Kemp:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but also novel and The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of African
American Literary Criticism or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great
a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of African American Literary Criticism to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Sean Jones:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of African American Literary Criticism when you desired it?
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