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A famous magician's journey to find the greatest cardsharp ever evokes the forgotten world of magic
where Americans found escape during the Great Depression

It has the nostalgic quality of an old-fashioned fable, but Karl Johnson's The Magician and the Cardsharp is
a true story that lovingly re-creates the sparkle of a vanished world. Here, set against the backdrop of
America struggling through the Depression, is the world of magic, a realm of stars, sleight of hand, and sin
where dreams could be realized - or stolen away.

Following the Crash of '29, Dai Vernon, known by magicians as "the man who fooled Houdini," is tramping
down Midwestern backroads, barely making ends meet. While swapping secrets with a Mexican gambler, he
hears of a guy he doesn't quite believe is real - a legendary mystery man who deals perfectly from the center
of the deck and who locals call the greatest cardsharp of all time. Determined to find the reclusive genius,
Vernon sets out on a journey through America's shady, slick, and sinful side - from mob-run Kansas City
through railroad towns that looked sleepy only in the daytime. Does he find the sharp?

Well, Karl Johnson did - after years of research into Vernon's colorful quest, research that led him to places
he never knew existed. Johnson takes us to the cardsharp's doorstep and shows us how he bestowed on
Vernon the greatest secret in magic. The Magician and the Cardsharp is a unique and endlessly entertaining
piece of history that reveals the artistry and obsession of a special breed of American showmen.
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From reader reviews:

Barry Upshaw:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The Magician and the
Cardsharp: The Search for America's Greatest Sleight-of-Hand Artist will make you to end up being smarter.
You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think
that open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that?
Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Judy Brewer:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor
has to answer that question simply because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is
familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this
specific The Magician and the Cardsharp: The Search for America's Greatest Sleight-of-Hand Artist to read.

Garth McDonald:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled The Magician and the Cardsharp: The Search for America's Greatest Sleight-of-Hand Artist your
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for
but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become
one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The The Magician
and the Cardsharp: The Search for America's Greatest Sleight-of-Hand Artist giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era.
So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when
you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing
spare time activity?

Stephanie Hopkins:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Magician and the Cardsharp:
The Search for America's Greatest Sleight-of-Hand Artist that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that



reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick The Magician
and the Cardsharp: The Search for America's Greatest Sleight-of-Hand Artist become your current starter.
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