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With an annotated English translation and critical analysis of the Orgyan-gling gold manuscript of the short
Sukh?vativy?ha-s?tra

Pure Land Buddhism as a whole has received comparatively little attention in Western studies on Buddhism
despite the importance of “buddha-fields” (pure lands) for the growth and expression of Mah?y?na
Buddhism. In this first religious history of Tibetan Pure Land literature, Georgios Halkias delves into a rich
collection of literary, historical, and archaeological sources to highlight important aspects of this neglected
pan-Asian Buddhist tradition. He clarifies many of the misconceptions concerning the interpretation of
“other-world” soteriology in Indo-Tibetan Buddhism and provides translations of original Tibetan sources
from the ninth century to the present that represent exoteric and esoteric doctrines that continue to be
cherished by Tibetan Buddhists for their joyful descriptions of the Buddhist path. The book is informed by
interviews with Tibetan scholars and Buddhist practitioners and by Halkias’ own participant-observation in
Tibetan Pure Land rituals and teachings conducted in Europe and the Indian subcontinent.

Divided into three sections, Luminous Bliss shows that Tibetan Pure Land literature exemplifies a synthesis
of Mah?y?na sutra-based conceptions with a Vajrayana world-view that fits progressive and sudden
approaches to the realization of Pure Land teachings. Part I covers the origins and development of Pure Land
in India and the historical circumstances of its adaptation in Tibet and Central Asia. Part II offers an English
translation of the short Sukh?vat?vy?ha-s?tra (imported from India during the Tibetan Empire) and contains
a survey of original Tibetan Pure Land scriptures and meditative techniques from the dGe-lugs-pa, bKa’-
brgyud, rNying-ma, and Sa-skya schools of Tibetan Buddhism. Part III introduces some of the most
innovative and popular mortuary cycles and practices related to the Tantric cult of Buddha Amit?bha and his
Pure Land from the Treasure traditions in the bKa’-brgyud and rNying-ma schools.

Luminous Bliss locates Pure Land Buddhism at the core of Tibet’s religious heritage and demonstrates how
this tradition constitutes an integral part of both Tibetan and East Asian Buddhism.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Polk:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Luminous Bliss: A Religious History of
Pure Land Literature in Tibet (Pure Land Buddhist Studies). All type of book could you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Claudia Fox:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important usually. The book Luminous Bliss: A Religious History of Pure Land Literature in
Tibet (Pure Land Buddhist Studies) had been making you to know about other information and of course you
can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Luminous Bliss: A Religious History of
Pure Land Literature in Tibet (Pure Land Buddhist Studies) is not only giving you much more new
information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Luminous Bliss: A Religious History of
Pure Land Literature in Tibet (Pure Land Buddhist Studies). You never experience lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Seth Sutherland:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Luminous Bliss: A Religious History
of Pure Land Literature in Tibet (Pure Land Buddhist Studies) publication written by well-known writer we
are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then
you still uncertainty Luminous Bliss: A Religious History of Pure Land Literature in Tibet (Pure Land
Buddhist Studies) as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can
break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.

Christopher Pruett:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. A



substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Luminous
Bliss: A Religious History of Pure Land Literature in Tibet (Pure Land Buddhist Studies).
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