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Finalist for the Rear Admiral Samuel Eliot Morison Award for Excellence in Naval Literature

“Ashore as well as at sea, Tim McGrath paints an informative, engaging and highly entertaining portrait of
this worthy but neglected hero of American independence. The author shows us a man who was a
magnificent embodiment of common sense—and uncommon courage and dedication. That such a work is
long overdue makes its achievement all the more pleasurable.”—Wall Street Journal 

“Combining sophisticated use of sources with a pleasing writing style, McGrath masterfully rescues a father
of the U.S. Navy from unmerited eclipse.”—Publishers Weekly

“A nearly indispensable addition to U.S. Navy collections.”—Booklist

“McGrath employs exemplary narrative style in this work. . . . In John Barry, the author adroitly juxtaposes
maritime history, narratives of naval combat, and early U.S. social history.”—New England Quarterly

“McGrath is a compelling and lucid writer. He brings Barry to life, makes battles understandable, and
provides the clearest description of Barry's 1778 capture of the British transport ships Mermaid and Kitty that
this reviewer has seen.”—Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography

“A great read and an absorbing account of a drama-filled life.”—Naval History

“Well researched, well written, and a pleasure to read, this book restores John Barry to the important place
he once held as one of our nation’s great heroes. It is a tale of high adventure and personal courage and you
will not want to put it down.” —JAMES L. NELSON, author of George Washington’s Secret Navy

“Readers of this vivid biography will imagine they smell the ocean’s salt air and the sulfurous fumes of
gunpowder as they navigate these action-packed pages. Fans of Horatio Hornblower and Lucky Jack Aubrey
will rejoice in discovering their real-life American counterpart.”—GREGORY J. URWIN, author of Facing
Fearful Odds: The Siege of Wake Island



The man regarded as “the Father of the American Navy” returns to the quarterdeck in John Barry: An
American Hero in the Age of Sail, the first comprehensive biography of this legendary officer in generations.
Son of a hardscrabble Irish farmer from County Wexford, Barry was sent to sea as a child, arriving in
Philadelphia during the restless decade before the American Revolution. Brave and ambitious, he ascended
the ratlines to become a successful merchant captain at a young age, commanding the most prestigious ship
in the colonies and recording the fastest known day of sail in the century.

Volunteering to fight for the Continental cause, Barry saw his star rise during the War for Independence. As
captain of the Lexington, Raleigh, and Alliance, Barry faced down broadsides, mutinies, and even a fleet of
icebergs. He captured the first enemy warship taken by a Continental vessel and fought the last battle of the
American Revolution. His hard-won victory over two British warships simultaneously garnered him
international notoriety, while his skill as a seafarer and cool temper established Barry as a worthy foe among
British captains. Without a ship during the winter of 1776-77, the ever resourceful Barry lead a battery of
naval artillery at the battle of Princeton. With peace came a historic voyage to China, where Barry helped
open trade with that reclusive empire. In 1794, President Washington named Barry as the first commissioned
officer in the new United States Navy. Given the title of commodore, Barry ended his career during
America’s naval war with France, teaching the ropes to a new generation of officers, most notably Stephen
Decatur.

Drawn from primary source documents from around the world, John Barry: An American Hero in the Age of
Sail by Tim McGrath brings the story of this self-made American back to life in a major new biography.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Feaster:

Precisely why? Because this John Barry: An American Hero in the Age of Sail is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Homer Smith:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can view that
now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you
personally is John Barry: An American Hero in the Age of Sail this book consist a lot of the information with
the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Samantha Bond:

Beside that John Barry: An American Hero in the Age of Sail in your phone, it may give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have John Barry: An American Hero in the Age of Sail because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from today!

Robbie Lewis:

You may get this John Barry: An American Hero in the Age of Sail by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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