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Just 28,000 years ago, the blink of an eye in geological time, the last of Neanderthals died out in their last
outpost, in caves near Gibraltar. Thanks to cartoons and folk accounts we have a distorted view of these
other humans - for that is what they were. We think of them as crude and clumsy and not very bright, easily
driven to extinction by the lithe, smart modern humans that came out of Africa some 100,000 years ago.

But was it really as simple as that? Clive Finlayson reminds us that the Neanderthals were another kind of
human, and their culture was not so very different from that of our own ancestors. In this book, he presents a
wider view of the events that led to the migration of the moderns into Europe, what might have happened
during the contact of the two populations, and what finally drove the Neanderthals to extinction. It is a view
that considers climate, ecology, and migrations of populations, as
well as culture and interaction.

His conclusion is that the destiny of the Neanderthals and the Moderns was sealed by ecological factors and
contingencies. It was a matter of luck that we survived and spread while the Neanderthals dwindled and
perished. Had the climate not changed in our favour some 50 million years ago, things would have been very
different.

There is much current research interest in Neanderthals, much of it driven by attempts to map some of their
DNA. But it's not just a question of studying the DNA. The rise and fall of populations is profoundly
moulded by the larger scale forces of climate and ecology. And it is only by taking this wider view that we
can fully understand the course of events that led to our survival and their demise. The fact that Neanderthals
survived until virtually yesterday makes our relationship with them
and their tragedy even more poignant. They almost made it, after all.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Small:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Humans Who Went Extinct: Why Neanderthals died out and we
survived book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer involving The Humans Who Went Extinct: Why Neanderthals died out and we
survived content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking The Humans
Who Went Extinct: Why Neanderthals died out and we survived is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

John Bennett:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this The Humans Who
Went Extinct: Why Neanderthals died out and we survived.

Elliott Townsend:

The publication with title The Humans Who Went Extinct: Why Neanderthals died out and we survived
posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This
particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.

Robert Burmeister:

The Humans Who Went Extinct: Why Neanderthals died out and we survived can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in
writing The Humans Who Went Extinct: Why Neanderthals died out and we survived however doesn't forget
the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can



be among it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.
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