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What made the Space Race possible? What made it necessary? How close a race was it? And what did it
achieve? The answers are connected in surprising ways. Left Brains for the Right Stuff briefly summarizes
the history of three technologies-rockets, navigation, and computers-and recounts how they were woven into
the rise and rivalry of superpowers in the twentieth century. President John F. Kennedy inherited a small
Space Race and transformed it into a Moon Race by creating the Apollo program (..". achieving the goal,
before this decade is out, of landing a man on the moon ..."). To make it an "offer" the Soviet Union couldn't
refuse, he added, "We choose to go to the moon ... not because [it is] easy, but because [it is] hard." Apollo
won the Moon Race and, combined with the Space Shuttle, won the Space Race, which did much to win the
Cold War and preserve the momentum of American leadership that had been created in World War II. Many
big companies worked on those programs, and so did a small academic research laboratory. At
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), the Instrumentation Laboratory ("the Lab") was the creation of
one man, Charles Stark "Doc" Draper, who invented inertial navigation. Author Hugh Blair-Smith was a
staff engineer at the Lab from 1959 through 1981. Trained as an electronic engineer and computer scientist,
his two-pronged expertise contributed to both the hardware of spacecraft computers and the programming
that had to make the most of their limited resources. This is a history, an inside story, and a riveting account
of the Space Race, studded with startling insights into causes and effects. In those exciting years, Blair-Smith
joined many thousands of people in cooperating gladly, generously, and passionately to add electronic left
brains to the Right Stuff. Their creations answered the long-sought quest for "a moral equivalent to war."
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Pastrana:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Left Brains for the Right Stuff: Computers, Space, and
History. Try to the actual book Left Brains for the Right Stuff: Computers, Space, and History as your good
friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge
with this book.

Mildred Hall:

This Left Brains for the Right Stuff: Computers, Space, and History are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Left Brains for the Right Stuff:
Computers, Space, and History can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Left Brains for the Right Stuff: Computers, Space,
and History giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Daryl Pena:

This book untitled Left Brains for the Right Stuff: Computers, Space, and History to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Lillian Vaughn:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Left
Brains for the Right Stuff: Computers, Space, and History provide you with new experience in examining a
book.
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