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The Lobotomist explores one of the darkest chapters of American medicine: the desperate attempt to treat the
hundreds of thousands of psychiatric patients in need of help during the middle decades of the twentieth
century. Into this crisis stepped Walter Freeman, M.D., who saw a solution in lobotomy, a brain operation
intended to reduce the severity of psychotic symptoms. Drawing on Freeman’s documents and interviews
with Freeman's family, Jack El-Hai takes a penetrating look at the life and work of this complex scientific
genius.

The Lobotomist explores one of the darkest chapters of American medicine: the desperate attempt to treat the
hundreds of thousands of psychiatric patients in need of help during the middle decades of the twentieth
century. Into this crisis stepped Walter Freeman, M.D., who saw a solution in lobotomy, a brain operation
intended to reduce the severity of psychotic symptoms. Although many patients did not benefit from the
thousands of lobotomies Freeman performed, others believed their lobotomies changed them for the better.
Drawing on a rich collection of documents Freeman left behind and interviews with Freeman's family, Jack
El-Hai takes a penetrating look into the life of this complex scientific genius and traces the physician's
fascinating life and work.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Sparks:

The knowledge that you get from The Lobotomist: A Maverick Medical Genius and His Tragic Quest to Rid
the World of Mental Illness may be the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but The
Lobotomist: A Maverick Medical Genius and His Tragic Quest to Rid the World of Mental Illness giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
through anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that The Lobotomist: A
Maverick Medical Genius and His Tragic Quest to Rid the World of Mental Illness instantly.

Virginia Carter:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what sorts of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The The Lobotomist: A Maverick Medical Genius and His Tragic Quest to Rid
the World of Mental Illness provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Catherine Nelson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The Lobotomist: A Maverick Medical Genius
and His Tragic Quest to Rid the World of Mental Illness.

Albert Lightner:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The Lobotomist: A Maverick Medical
Genius and His Tragic Quest to Rid the World of Mental Illness to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple
book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve The Lobotomist: A



Maverick Medical Genius and His Tragic Quest to Rid the World of Mental Illness can to be your friend
when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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