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Wonder women, G.I. Janes, and vampire slayers increasingly populate the American cultural landscape.
What do these figures mean in the American cultural imagination? What can they tell us about the female
body in action or in pain? Reel Vulnerability explores the way American popular culture thinks about
vulnerability, arguing that our culture and our scholarship remain stubbornly invested in the myth of the
helplessness of the female body.

The book examines the shifting constructions of vulnerability in the wake of the cultural upheavals of World
War II, the Cold War, and 9/11, placing defenseless male bodies onscreen alongside representations of the
female body in the military, in the interrogation room, and on the margins. Sarah Hagelin challenges the
ways film theory and cultural studies confuse vulnerability and femaleness. Such films as G.I. Jane and
Saving Private Ryan, as well as such post-9/11 television shows as Battlestar Galactica and Deadwood,
present vulnerable men who demand our sympathy, abused women who don’t want our pity, and images of
the body in pain that do not portray weakness.

Hagelin’s intent is to help scholarship catch up to the new iconographies emerging in theaters and in living
rooms—images that offer viewers reactions to the suffering body beyond pity, identification with the
bleeding body beyond masochism, and feminist images of the female body where we least expect to find
them.
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From reader reviews:

Evan Reyes:

This Reel Vulnerability: Power, Pain, and Gender in Contemporary American Film and Television usually
are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Reel
Vulnerability: Power, Pain, and Gender in Contemporary American Film and Television can be on the list of
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with
information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Reel Vulnerability:
Power, Pain, and Gender in Contemporary American Film and Television giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Leslie White:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is definitely Reel Vulnerability: Power, Pain, and Gender in Contemporary American Film and
Television.

Luther Keller:

You can spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Reel Vulnerability: Power, Pain, and
Gender in Contemporary American Film and Television is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book,
you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Wendy Hartnett:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book Reel
Vulnerability: Power, Pain, and Gender in Contemporary American Film and Television. You can include
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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