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To agreat extent, Holocaust consciousness in the contemporary United States has become intertwined with
American Jewish identity and with support for right-wing Israeli politics -- but this was not always the case.
In thisilluminating study, Kirsten Fermaglich demonstrates that in the late 1950s and early 1960s, many
American Jewish writers and academics viewed the Nazi extermination of European Jewry as a subject of
universal interest, with important lessons to be learned for the liberal reform of American politics.

Fermaglich analyzes the lives and writings of Stanley M. Elkins, Betty Friedan, Stanley Milgram, and Robert
Jay Lifton, four social scientific thinkers whose work was shaped by alibera perspective. For them, the
Holocaust served as acritical frame of reference for a particular issue: Elkins on slavery's legacy, Friedan on
the oppressions of domesticity, Milgram on the willingness to obey, and Lifton on war's survivors. In each
case, these thinkers were deeply influenced by their Jewish backgrounds, whether by early encounters with
antisemitism or by the profound sense that only fate and an ocean had spared them death in Hitler's Europe.
Thus, each chose imagery from the concentration camps, albeit utterly devoid of a particular Jewish
association, to illuminate themes that advanced liberal politics, including civil rights, the nuclear test ban,
feminism, and Vietnam veterans rights.

Rather than being offended by these authors' comparisons between American ingtitutions and Nazi
concentration camps, American audiences of al ethnic and religious backgrounds during the late 1950s and
early 1960s generally cheered these authors' Nazi imagery and adopted it as part of their own political
ideology. Fermaglich demonstrates that liberalism in the United Statesin the 1960s was more substantially
shaped by the Holocaust than we have previously recognized.
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From reader reviews:
Ray Ellis:

This American Dreams and Nazi Nightmares: Early Holocaust Consciousness and Liberal America, 1957-
1965 (Brandeis Seriesin American Jewish History, Culture, and Life) are generally reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this American Dreams and Nazi
Nightmares: Early Holocaust Consciousness and Liberal America, 1957-1965 (Brandeis Seriesin American
Jewish History, Culture, and Life) can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditionsin
e-book and printed types. Beside that this American Dreams and Nazi Nightmares. Early Holocaust
Consciousness and Liberal America, 1957-1965 (Brandeis Series in American Jewish History, Culture, and
Life) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So, let's have it and revel in reading.

Bill Dildy:

The particular book American Dreams and Nazi Nightmares: Early Holocaust Consciousness and Liberal
America, 1957-1965 (Brandeis Seriesin American Jewish History, Culture, and Life) hasalot info oniit. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Roger Alford:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find alot of referencesto get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou can see that
now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actua book that recommended for you is
American Dreams and Nazi Nightmares: Early Holocaust Consciousness and Liberal America, 1957-1965
(Brandeis Seriesin American Jewish History, Culture, and Life) this book consist alot of the information
with the condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The dialect styles that writer useto explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Phillip Chadwick:

Within this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
must do isjust spending your time not much but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of many



books in the top record in your reading list is American Dreams and Nazi Nightmares: Early Holocaust
Consciousness and Liberal America, 1957-1965 (Brandeis Series in American Jewish History, Culture, and
Life). Thisbook that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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