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The Ideal of the Practical is a study of efforts by a segment of the upper class in an aristocratic Latin
American society to alter cultural values in the society, creating stronger orientations toward the technical
and the practical. Frank Safford describes attempts by members of Colombia’s nineteenth-century political
elite to use technical education as a means of nurturing energetic upper-class entrepreneurs and an
industrious working class in a static agrarian economy. In the course of his analysis, Safford sketches the
historical development of scientific and technical education and of the engineering profession in Colombia.

The book opens with a description of the economic and social context of early nineteenth-century Colombia.
It then discusses some early experiments with manual industrial training between 1820 and 1850. Later
chapters deal with the careers of upper-class youths sent abroad for scientific and technical training, the
growth of indigenous engineering education, and the crystallization of a Colombian engineering profession.
While the book primarily explores the nineteenth century, it also touches on eighteenth-century Spanish
Bourbon antecedents and provides an epilogue on the twentieth-century evolution of technical elites in
Colombia.

The author focuses on the reasons why the implantation of technical education and technical orientations
proved difficult. He examines the interplay between various obstructions: on the one hand, a hierarchical
social structure and aristocratic social values and, on the other, obstructions created by fundamental
geographic and economic conditions. He concludes that, while Colombian leaders had hoped that technical
education and the development of values oriented toward the technical would spearhead economic growth, in
fact economic growth proved a prerequisite for the effective implantation of technical orientations and
training.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Johnson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Ideal of the
Practical: Colombia's Struggle to Form a Technical Elite (LLILAS Latin American Monograph Series)
suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled
The Ideal of the Practical: Colombia's Struggle to Form a Technical Elite (LLILAS Latin American
Monograph Series)is the main of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Carol Berry:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this The Ideal of the
Practical: Colombia's Struggle to Form a Technical Elite (LLILAS Latin American Monograph Series).

Jose Crawford:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled The Ideal of the Practical: Colombia's Struggle to Form a Technical Elite (LLILAS Latin American
Monograph Series) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The The
Ideal of the Practical: Colombia's Struggle to Form a Technical Elite (LLILAS Latin American Monograph
Series) giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for
your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Kerstin Torres:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or



real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Ideal of the Practical: Colombia's Struggle to Form a Technical Elite
(LLILAS Latin American Monograph Series) can make you sense more interested to read.
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