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On a September afternoon in 1853, three African American men from St. Philip's Church walked into the
Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of New York and took their seats among five hundred wealthy and
powerful white church leaders. Ultimately, and with great reluctance, the Convention had acceded to the
men's request: official recognition for St. Philip's, the first African American Episcopal church in New York
City. In Faith in Their Own Color, Craig D. Townsend tells the remarkable story of St. Philip's and its
struggle to create an autonomous and independent church. His work unearths a forgotten chapter in the
history of New York City and African Americans and sheds new light on the ways religious faith can both
reinforce and overcome racial boundaries.

Founded in 1809, St. Philip's had endured a fire; a riot by anti-abolitionists that nearly destroyed the church;
and more than forty years of discrimination by the Episcopalian hierarchy. In contrast to the majority of
African Americans, who were flocking to evangelical denominations, the congregation of St. Philip's sought
to define itself within an overwhelmingly white hierarchical structure. Their efforts reflected the tension
between their desire for self-determination, on the one hand, and acceptance by a white denomination, on the
other.

The history of St. Philip's Church also illustrates the racism and extraordinary difficulties African Americans
confronted in antebellum New York City, where full abolition did not occur until 1827. Townsend describes
the constant and complex negotiation of the divide between black and white New Yorkers. He also recounts
the fascinating stories of historically overlooked individuals who built and fought for St. Philip's, including
Rev. Peter Williams, the second African American ordained in the Episcopal Church; Dr. James McCune
Smith, the first African American to earn an M.D.; pickling magnate Henry Scott; the combative priest
Alexander Crummell; and John Jay II, the grandson of the first chief justice of the Supreme Court and an
ardent abolitionist, who helped secure acceptance of St. Philip's.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Moore:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those
information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Faith in Their Own Color: Black Episcopalians in
Antebellum New York City (Religion and American Culture) as the daily resource information.

Daniel Starkey:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Faith
in Their Own Color: Black Episcopalians in Antebellum New York City (Religion and American Culture)
your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one type
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Faith in Their Own Color: Black
Episcopalians in Antebellum New York City (Religion and American Culture) giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life within
this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Marilyn Leonard:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Faith in Their Own Color: Black Episcopalians in
Antebellum New York City (Religion and American Culture) why because the amazing cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic
as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Benjamin Williams:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of
book Faith in Their Own Color: Black Episcopalians in Antebellum New York City (Religion and American
Culture). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge
and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring



you from one destination for a other place.
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