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Steve Bogira’s riveting book takes us into the heart of America’s criminal justice system. Courtroom 302 is
the story of one year in one courtroom in Chicago’s Cook County Criminal Courthouse, the busiest felony
courthouse in the country.

We see the system through the eyes of the men and women who experience it, not only in the courtroom but
in the lockup, the jury room, the judge’s chambers, the spectators’ gallery. When the judge and his staff go to
the scene of the crime during a burglary trial, we go with them on the sheriff’s bus. We witness from behind
the scenes the highest-profile case of the year: three young white men, one of them the son of a reputed
mobster, charged with the racially motivated beating of a thirteen-year-old black boy. And we follow the
cases that are the daily grind of the court, like that of the middle-aged man whose crack addiction brings him
repeatedly back before the judge.
Bogira shows us how the war on drugs is choking the system, and how in most instances justice is
dispensed–as, under the circumstances, it must be–rapidly and mindlessly. The stories that unfold in the
courtroom are often tragic, but they no longer seem so to the people who work there. Says a deputy in 302:
“You hear this stuff every day, and you’re like, ‘Let’s go, let’s go, let’s get this over with and move on to the
next thing.’”

Steve Bogira is, as Robert Caro says, “a masterful reporter.” His special gift is his understanding of
people–and his ability to make us see and understand them. Fast-paced, gripping, and bursting with character
and incident, Courtroom 302 is a unique illumination of our criminal court system that raises fundamental
issues of race, civil rights, and justice.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Graham:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Courtroom 302: A
Year Behind the Scenes in an American Criminal Courthouse suitable to you? The particular book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Courtroom 302: A Year Behind the
Scenes in an American Criminal Courthouseis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range
of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Gina Keller:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them
is this Courtroom 302: A Year Behind the Scenes in an American Criminal Courthouse.

Kevin Pinkney:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Courtroom 302: A Year Behind the Scenes in an
American Criminal Courthouse can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Jessica Duncan:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a reserve. The book Courtroom 302: A Year Behind the Scenes in an American Criminal Courthouse
it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were



enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
possesses high quality.
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