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In 1939, ateam of short, scrappy kids from avocational school established specifically for Mexican
Americans became the high school basketball champions of San Antonio, Texas. Their win, and the ensuing
riot it caused, took place against a backdrop of shifting and conflicted attitudes toward Mexican Americans
and American nationalism in the WWII era. “ Only when the Mexicans went from perennia runners-up to
champs,” Garciawrites, “did the emotions boil over.”

The first sports book to look at Mexican American basketball specifically, When Mexicans Could Play Ball
isalso arevealing study of racism and cultural identity formation in Texas. Using personal interviews,
newspaper articles, and game statistics to create a compelling narrative, as well as drawing on his experience
as a sports writer, Garciatakes usinto the world of San Antonio’s Sidney Lanier High School basketball
team, the V oks, which became a two-time state championship team under head coach William Carson
“Nemo” Herrera. An alumnus of the school himself, Garcia investigates the school administrators' project to
Americanize the students, Herrera's skillful coaching, and the team’ s rise to victory despite discrimination
and violence from other teams and the world outside of the school. Ultimately, Garcia argues, through their
participation and success in basketball at Lanier, the Voks players not only learned how to be American but
also taught their white counterparts to question long-held assumptions about Mexican Americans.
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From reader reviews:
Marvin Seto:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a strall,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled When Mexicans
Could Play Ball: Basketball, Race, and Identity in San Antonio, 1928-1945? Maybe it is being best activity
for you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

David Hoag:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyonein thisworld could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays awaystry to improve their skill in writing, they
also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this When Mexicans Could Play
Ball: Basketball, Race, and Identity in San Antonio, 1928-1945.

Kimberly Spradlin:

When Mexicans Could Play Ball: Basketball, Race, and Identity in San Antonio, 1928-1945 can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his’her effort to set every word into joy
arrangement in writing When Mexicans Could Play Ball: Basketball, Race, and Identity in San Antonio,
1928-1945 nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial thinking.

Joseph Carter:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book When Mexicans Could Play Ball: Basketball, Race, and Identity in San
Antonio, 1928-1945 was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit
of abook, you can truly feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.
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