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Allen Ginsberg, Lionel and Diana Trilling, Lillian Hellman, Hannah Arendt, and Norman Mailer -- all are
ex-friends of Norman Podhoretz, the renowned editor and critic and leading member of the group of New
York intellectuals who came to be known as "the Family." As only a family member could, Podhoretz tells
the story of these friendships, once central to his life, and shows how the political and cultural struggles of
the past fifty years made them impossible to sustain. With wit, piercing insight, and startling honesty, we are
introduced as never before to a type of person for whom ideas were often matters of life and death, and
whose passing from the scene has left so large a gap in American culture.
Podhoretz was the trailblazer of the now-famous journey of a number of his fellow intellectuals from
radicalism to conservatism -- a journey through which they came to exercise both cultural and political
influence far beyond their number. With this fascinating account of his once happy and finally troubled
relations with these cultural icons, Podhoretz helps us understand why that journey was undertaken and just
how consequential it became. In the process we get a brilliantly illuminating picture of the writers and
intellectuals who have done so much to shape our world.
Combining a personal memoir with literary, social, and political history, this unique gallery of stern and
affectionate portraits is as entertaining as a novel and at the same time more instructive about postwar
American culture than a formal scholarly study. Interwoven with these tales of some of the most quixotic and
scintillating of contemporary American thinkers are themes that are introduced, developed, and redeveloped
in a variety of contexts, with each appearance enriching the others, like a fugue in music. It is all here: the
perversity of brilliance; the misuse of the mind; the benightedness of people usually considered especially
enlightened; their human foibles and olympian detachment; the rigors to be endured and the prizes to be won
and the prices to be paid for the reflective life.
Most people live their lives in a very different way, and at one point, in a defiantly provocative defense of
the indifference shown to the things by which intellectuals are obsessed, Norman Podhoretz says that
Socrates' assertion that the unexamined life was not worth living was one of the biggest lies ever propagated
by a philosopher. And yet, one comes away from Ex-Friends feeling wistful for a day when ideas really
mattered and when there were people around who cared more deeply about them than about anything else.
Reading of a time when the finest minds of a generation regularly gathered in New York living rooms to
debate one another with an articulateness, a passion, and a level of erudition almost extinct, we come to
realize how enviable it can be to live a life as poignantly and purposefully examined as Norman Podhoretz's
is in Ex-Friends.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Smith:

With other case, little persons like to read book Ex-Friends: Falling Out With Allen Ginsberg, Lionel and
Diana Trilling, Lillian Hannah Arendt, and Norman Mailer. You can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book Ex-Friends: Falling Out With Allen
Ginsberg, Lionel and Diana Trilling, Lillian Hannah Arendt, and Norman Mailer. You can add information
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Richard Sims:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Ex-Friends: Falling Out With Allen
Ginsberg, Lionel and Diana Trilling, Lillian Hannah Arendt, and Norman Mailer to read.

Brian Mejia:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Ex-Friends:
Falling Out With Allen Ginsberg, Lionel and Diana Trilling, Lillian Hannah Arendt, and Norman Mailer is
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Rana Jensen:

The book untitled Ex-Friends: Falling Out With Allen Ginsberg, Lionel and Diana Trilling, Lillian Hannah
Arendt, and Norman Mailer contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with
easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to
read that. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you
can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.
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