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On the evening of October 30, 1938, radio listeners across the United States heard a startling report of a
meteor strike in the New Jersey countryside. With sirens blaring in the background, announcers in the field
described mysterious creatures, terrifying war machines, and thick clouds of poison gas moving toward New
York City. As the invading force approached Manhattan, some listeners sat transfixed, while others ran to
alert neighbors or to call the police. Some even fled their homes. But the hair-raising broadcast was not a real
news bulletin-it was Orson Welles's adaptation of the H. G. Wells classic The War of the Worlds.
In Broadcast Hysteria, A. Brad Schwartz boldly retells the story of Welles's famed radio play and its impact.
Did it really spawn a "wave of mass hysteria," as The New York Times reported? Schwartz is the first to
examine the hundreds of letters sent to Orson Welles himself in the days after the broadcast, and his findings
challenge the conventional wisdom. Few listeners believed an actual attack was under way. But even so,
Schwartz shows that Welles's broadcast became a major scandal, prompting a different kind of mass panic as
Americans debated the bewitching power of the radio and the country's vulnerability in a time of crisis.
When the debate was over, American broadcasting had changed for good, but not for the better.
As Schwartz tells this story, we observe how an atmosphere of natural disaster and impending war permitted
broadcasters to create shared live national experiences for the first time. We follow Orson Welles's rise to
fame and watch his manic energy and artistic genius at work in the play's hurried yet innovative production.
And we trace the present-day popularity of "fake news" back to its source in Welles's show and its many
imitators. Schwartz's original research, gifted storytelling, and thoughtful analysis make Broadcast Hysteria
a groundbreaking new look at a crucial but little-understood episode in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Jamey Ainsworth:

This Broadcast Hysteria: Orson Welles's War of the Worlds and the Art of Fake News are usually reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Broadcast Hysteria: Orson
Welles's War of the Worlds and the Art of Fake News can be one of the great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock
your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Broadcast Hysteria: Orson Welles's War of the Worlds and the
Art of Fake News forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Samuel Gorman:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Broadcast Hysteria: Orson Welles's War of
the Worlds and the Art of Fake News publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how
to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question
Broadcast Hysteria: Orson Welles's War of the Worlds and the Art of Fake News as good book not only by
the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its
include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Jane Rippeon:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Broadcast Hysteria: Orson Welles's War of the Worlds and the Art of Fake News provide you with
new experience in examining a book.

Jennifer Randolph:

You can obtain this Broadcast Hysteria: Orson Welles's War of the Worlds and the Art of Fake News by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are



still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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