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Can a country be a democracy if its government only responds to the preferences of the rich? In an ideal
democracy, all citizens should have equal influence on government policy--but as this book demonstrates,
America's policymakers respond almost exclusively to the preferences of the economically advantaged.
Affluence and Influence definitively explores how political inequality in the United States has evolved over
the last several decades and how this growing disparity has been shaped by interest groups, parties, and
elections.

With sharp analysis and an impressive range of data, Martin Gilens looks at thousands of proposed policy
changes, and the degree of support for each among poor, middle-class, and affluent Americans. His findings
are staggering: when preferences of low- or middle-income Americans diverge from those of the affluent,
there is virtually no relationship between policy outcomes and the desires of less advantaged groups. In
contrast, affluent Americans' preferences exhibit a substantial relationship with policy outcomes whether
their preferences are shared by lower-income groups or not. Gilens shows that representational inequality is
spread widely across different policy domains and time periods. Yet Gilens also shows that under specific
circumstances the preferences of the middle class and, to a lesser extent, the poor, do seem to matter. In
particular, impending elections--especially presidential elections--and an even partisan division in Congress
mitigate representational inequality and boost responsiveness to the preferences of the broader public.

At a time when economic and political inequality in the United States only continues to rise, Affluence and
Influence raises important questions about whether American democracy is truly responding to the needs of
all its citizens.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Johnson:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Affluence and Influence:
Economic Inequality and Political Power in America. All type of book is it possible to see on many
resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Robert Hay:

This Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and Political Power in America is new way for you who
has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and Political Power in America can be the light food for you
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself
in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that
in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Joel Kiser:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims
Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and Political Power in America.

Anita Rodriguez:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and
Political Power in America to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and go through it. Beside that the guide Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and Political Power in
America can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of



these time.
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