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Transforming Scriptures is the first sustained treatment of African American women writers’ intellectual,
even theological, engagements with the book Northrop Frye referred to as the “great code” of Western
civilization. Katherine Clay Bassard looks at poetry, novels, speeches, sermons, and prayers by Maria W.
Stewart, Frances Harper, Hannah Crafts, Harriet E. Wilson, Harriet Jacobs, Zora Neale Hurston, Toni
Morrison, and Sherley Anne Williams and discusses how such texts respond as a collective “literary witness”
to the use of the Bible for purposes of social domination. Black women’s historic encounters with the Bible
were, indeed, transformational; in the process of “turning cursing into blessing” these women were both
shaped and reshaped by the scriptures they appropriated for their own self-representation.

Two important biblical figures emerge as key tropes around which women fashioned a counternarrative to
the dominant culture’s “curse” on black female identity: the “talking mule” from Numbers 22 and the “black
but comely” Shulamite of Song of Songs, the Queen of Sheba. Transforming Scriptures analyzes these tropes
within a range of contexts, from biblical justifications of slavery and the second-class status of women to
hermeneutical and post-structural critiques of the Bible. African American women’s appropriations of
scripture occur within a continuum of African American Bible-reading practices and religious or ideological
commitments, argues Bassard. There is thus no single “black women’s hermeneutic”; rather, theories of
African American women and the Bible must account for historical and social change and difference.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Holdren:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book
Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible. All type of book is it possible to
see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Irene Forrest:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible
book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to
you. The writer regarding Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible content
conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Transforming Scriptures:
African American Women Writers and the Bible is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Donald Benson:

Exactly why? Because this Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If
I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Suzanne Palmer:

Beside this particular Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and
the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Transforming Scriptures: African American
Women Writers and the Bible because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen
if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring



beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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