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In this first comprehensive reading of Juvenal’s satires in more than fifty years, David H. J. Larmour deftly
revises and sharpens our understanding of the second-century Roman writer who stands as the archetype for
all later practitioners of the satirist’s art.

The enduring attraction of Juvenal’s satires is twofold: they not only introduce the character of the “angry
satirist” but also offer vivid descriptions of everyday life in Rome at the height of the Empire. In Larmour’s
interpretation, these two elements are inextricably linked. The Arena of Satire presents the satirist as flaneur
traversing the streets of Rome in search of its authentic core—those distinctly Roman virtues that have
disappeared amid the corruption of the age. What the vengeful, punishing satirist does to his victims, as
Larmour shows, echoes what the Roman state did to outcasts and criminals in the arena of the Colosseum.

The fact that the arena was the most prominent building in the city and is mentioned frequently by Juvenal
makes it an ideal lens through which to examine the spectacular and punishing characteristics of Roman
satire. And the fact that Juvenal undertakes his search for the uncorrupted, authentic Rome within the very
buildings and landmarks that make up the actual, corrupt Rome of his day gives his sixteen satires their
uniquely paradoxical and contradictory nature. Larmour’s exploration of “the arena of satire” guides us
through Juvenal’s search for the true Rome, winding from one poem to the next. He combines close readings
of passages from individual satires with discussions of Juvenal’s representation of Roman space and
topography, the nature of the “arena” experience, and the network of connections among the satirist, the
gladiator, and the editor—or producer—of Colosseum entertainments. The Arena of Satire also offers a new
definition of “Juvenalian satire” as a particular form arising from the intersection of the body and the urban
landscape—a form whose defining features survive in the works of several later satirists, from Jonathan
Swift and Evelyn Waugh to contemporary writers such as Russian novelist Victor Pelevin and Irish dramatist
Martin McDonagh.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Dixon:

This The Arena of Satire: Juvenal's Search for Rome (Oklahoma Series in Classical Culture Series) are
generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Arena
of Satire: Juvenal's Search for Rome (Oklahoma Series in Classical Culture Series) can be one of several
great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
anyone with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring
it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The
Arena of Satire: Juvenal's Search for Rome (Oklahoma Series in Classical Culture Series) forcing you to
have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Mark Giordano:

The book untitled The Arena of Satire: Juvenal's Search for Rome (Oklahoma Series in Classical Culture
Series) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to
read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice go through.

Judith Jordan:

This The Arena of Satire: Juvenal's Search for Rome (Oklahoma Series in Classical Culture Series) is fresh
way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper
you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Arena of
Satire: Juvenal's Search for Rome (Oklahoma Series in Classical Culture Series) can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any
in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually.
So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.

Rodney Hussey:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics



on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this The Arena of Satire: Juvenal's Search for Rome (Oklahoma Series in Classical Culture Series) can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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