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William Kauffman Scarborough’s absorbing biography, The Allstons of Chicora Wood, chronicles the
history of a South Carolina planter family from the opulent antebellum years through the trauma of the Civil
War and postwar period. Scarborough’s examination of this extraordinarily enterprising family focuses on
patriarch Robert R. F. W. Allston, his wife Adele Petigru Allston, and their daughter Elizabeth Allston
Pringle Scarborough.

Scarborough shows how Allston, in the four decades before the Civil War, converted a small patrimony into
a Lowcountry agricultural empire of seven rice plantations, all the while earning an international reputation
for the quality of his rice and his expertise. Scarborough also examines Allston’s twenty-eight-year career in
the state legislature and as governor from 1856 to 1858.

Upon his death in 1864, Robert Allston’s wife of thirty-two years, Adele, found herself at the head of the
family. Scarborough traces how she successfully kept the family plantations afloat in the postwar years
through a series of decisions that exhibited her astute business judgment and remarkable strength of
character.

In the next generation, one of the Allstons’ five children followed a similar path. Elizabeth “Bessie” Allston
took over management of the remaining family plantations upon the death of her husband and, in order to
pay off the plantation mortgages, embarked on a highly successful literary career. Bessie authored two
books, the first treating her experiences as a woman rice planter and the second describing her childhood
before the war.

A major contribution to southern history, The Allstons of Chicora Wood provides a fascinating look at a
prominent southern family that survived the traumas of war and challenges of Reconstruction.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Duncan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Allstons of Chicora Wood: Wealth, Honor, and
Gentility in the South Carolina Lowcountry. Try to face the book The Allstons of Chicora Wood: Wealth,
Honor, and Gentility in the South Carolina Lowcountry as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend
when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit
your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the
book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Joseph Southard:

Here thing why this The Allstons of Chicora Wood: Wealth, Honor, and Gentility in the South Carolina
Lowcountry are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it
depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Allstons of
Chicora Wood: Wealth, Honor, and Gentility in the South Carolina Lowcountry giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with The
Allstons of Chicora Wood: Wealth, Honor, and Gentility in the South Carolina Lowcountry. It gives you
thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even
in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe
the form of The Allstons of Chicora Wood: Wealth, Honor, and Gentility in the South Carolina Lowcountry
in e-book can be your alternative.

Gary Lewis:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take The Allstons of Chicora Wood: Wealth, Honor, and Gentility in the South
Carolina Lowcountry as the daily resource information.

Joseph Johnson:

Typically the book The Allstons of Chicora Wood: Wealth, Honor, and Gentility in the South Carolina
Lowcountry will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the
idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book



The Allstons of Chicora Wood: Wealth, Honor, and Gentility in the South Carolina Lowcountry is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read
the book.
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