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From the tombs of the elite to the graves of commoners, mortuary remains offer rich insights into Classic
Maya society. In Mortuary Landscapes of the Classic Maya: Rituals of Body and Soul, the anthropological
archaeologist and bioarchaeologist Andrew K. Scherer explores the broad range of burial practices among
the Maya of the Classic period (AD 250–900), integrating information gleaned from his own fieldwork with
insights from the fields of iconography, epigraphy, and ethnography to illuminate this society’s rich funerary
traditions.

Scherer’s study of burials along the Usumacinta River at the Mexican-Guatemalan border and in the Central
Petén region of Guatemala—areas that include Piedras Negras, El Kinel, Tecolote, El Zotz, and
Yaxha—reveals commonalities and differences among royal, elite, and commoner mortuary practices. By
analyzing skeletons containing dental and cranial modifications, as well as the adornments of interred bodies,
Scherer probes Classic Maya conceptions of body, wellness, and the afterlife.

Scherer also moves beyond the body to look at the spatial orientation of the burials and their integration into
the architecture of Maya communities. Taking a unique interdisciplinary approach, the author examines how
Classic Maya deathways can expand our understanding of this society’s beliefs and traditions, making
Mortuary Landscapes of the Classic Maya an important step forward in Mesoamerican archeology.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Galvan:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Mortuary
Landscapes of the Classic Maya: Rituals of Body and Soul (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian
Studies), it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge
can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Mary Deleon:

The actual book Mortuary Landscapes of the Classic Maya: Rituals of Body and Soul (Linda Schele Series in
Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a
lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning
this book.

Andre Rosier:

The reason why? Because this Mortuary Landscapes of the Classic Maya: Rituals of Body and Soul (Linda
Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside
it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Albert Shepherd:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
many books in the top list in your reading list is usually Mortuary Landscapes of the Classic Maya: Rituals
of Body and Soul (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies). This book which is qualified as
The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this
guide you can get many advantages.
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