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These fascinating, never-before-published early diaries of Count Harry Kessler—patron, museum director,
publisher, cultural critic, soldier, secret agent, and diplomat—present a sweeping panorama of the arts and
politics of Belle Epoque Europe, a glittering world poised to be changed irrevocably by the Great War.
Kesser'simmersion in the new art and literature of Paris, London, and Berlin unfolds in the first part of the
diaries. This refined world gives way to vivid descriptions of the horrific fighting on the Eastern and Western
fronts of World War |, the intriguing private discussions among the German political and military elite about
the progress of the war, aswell as Kessler's account of his role as a diplomat with a secret mission in
Switzerland.

Profoundly modern and often prescient, Kessler was an erudite cultural impresario and catalyst who as a
cofounder of the avant-garde journal Pan met and contributed articles about many of the leading artists and
writers of the day. In 1903 he became director of the Grand Ducal Museum of Arts and Craftsin Weimar,
determined to make it a center of aesthetic modernism together with his friend the architect Henry van de
Velde, whose school of design would eventually become the Bauhaus. When a public scandal forced his
resignation in 1906, Kessler turned to other projects, including collaborating with the Austrian writer Hugo
von Hofmannsthal and the German composer Richard Strauss on the opera Der Rosenkavalier and the ballet
The Legend of Joseph, which was performed in 1914 by the Ballets Russes in London and Paris. In 1913 he
founded the Cranach-Presse in Weimar, one of the most important private presses of the twentieth century.

The diaries present brilliant, sharply etched, and often richly comical descriptions of his encounters,
conversations, and creative collaborations with some of the most celebrated people of histime: Otto von
Bismarck, Paul von Hindenburg, Hugo von Hofmannsthal, Richard Strauss, Igor Stravinsky, Sergel
Diaghilev, Vasav Nijinsky, Isadora Duncan, Ruth St. Denis, Sarah Bernhardt, Friedrich Nietzsche, Rainer
Marie Rilke, Paul Verlaine, Gordon Craig, George Bernard Shaw, Harley Granville-Barker, Max Klinger,
Arnold Bocklin, Max Beckmann, Aristide Maillol, Auguste Rodin, Edgar Degas, Eduard Vuillard, Claude
Monet, Edvard Munch, Ida Rubinstein, Gabriele D’ Annunzio, Pierre Bonnard, and Walther Rathenau,
among others.

Remarkably insightful, poignant, and cinematic in their scope, Kessler’ s diaries are an invaluable record of
one of the most volatile and seminal moments in modern Western history.

From the Hardcover edition.

i Download Journey to the Abyss: The Diaries of Count Harry K ...pdf

@ Read Online Journey to the Abyss: The Diaries of Count Harry ...pdf



http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B004P8JPT0
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B004P8JPT0
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B004P8JPT0
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B004P8JPT0
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B004P8JPT0
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B004P8JPT0
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B004P8JPT0
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B004P8JPT0

Download and Read Free Online Journey to the Abyss: The Diaries of Count Harry Kesdler, 1880-
1918 Harry Kesder

From reader reviews:
Jean McFerren:

The book Journey to the Abyss: The Diaries of Count Harry Kessler, 1880-1918 gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Journey to the Abyss: The Diaries of Count Harry Kessler, 1880-1918 for being your habit,
you can get alot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or
al subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a guide Journey to the Abyss: The
Diaries of Count Harry Kessler, 1880-1918. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Terry Carr:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you alot of
new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Journey
to the Abyss: The Diaries of Count Harry Kesdler, 1880-1918, you can tells your family, friendsin addition
to soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Wilson Gonzalez:

Often the book Journey to the Abyss: The Diaries of Count Harry Kessler, 1880-1918 has alot info on it. So
when you read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author.

Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the

point easily after scanning this book.

Ella Woods:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Journey to the Abyss: The
Diaries of Count Harry Kessler, 1880-1918 that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading habit al over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better
then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So, for al you who want to start looking at as your
good habit, it is possible to pick Journey to the Abyss: The Diaries of Count Harry Kessler, 1880-1918
become your own personal starter.
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